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United Methodist Church 

Second Weekend of Advent 

 
The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the transformation of the world! 
 

*  = if you are able, we invite you to please stand 

 
PRELUDE AND CANDLELIGHTING                                                                                                 Nancy                                      
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
 

Centering Meditation: 
“But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD. 

    At an acceptable time, O God, 
    in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.” 

Psalm 69:13 NRSV 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                             Nick, Liturgist             
Long ago, a voice cried out in the wilderness 

Prepare the way for the Lord; make straight the pathways. 
Something new was about to happen. 

God would visit God’s people in a new way! 
Lord, open our hearts to receive this good news! 

Prepare us to be people of great faith and compassion 
as we look forward to this wondrous event you have proclaimed to us.  Amen. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 
Lord of Darkness and of Light, come to us this day in the midst of our growing darkness 
bringing the light of hope to our lives.  Keep our hearts and minds alert to your presence. 
Give peace to our stressed spirits.  In this season of Advent, prepare us to greet the One 
who will lift our burdens and change our lives forever.  Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                            # 211                       
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain    Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
and order all things far and nigh; 

To us the path of knowledge show 
And cause us in her ways to go.     Refrain 

 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times once gave the law 

In cloud and majesty and awe.    Refrain 
 

O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, 
and ensign of thy people be; 
Before thee rulers silent fall; 

All peoples on thy mercy call.    Refrain 
 

ADVENT MEDITATION AND LIGHTING                                                                           Gary and Jack                    
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S (DISCIPLE’S) PRAYER                                            
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

A MOMENT WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

CALL TO OFFERING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                          # 94  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, who power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Giver of the most precious Gift of all, we return to you this day our thanks, represented in 
these gifts and in our lives.  Bless our offering that it may be the light of your love in our 
dark world.  Amen.    
 

GIFT OF MUSIC                                                                                                 Chancel Choir Ensemble 
                                                                                

THE WORD OF GOD                                  Luke 1:5-25  NRSV 
 

THE MESSAGE                                                   ”Pray”                                                         Pastor Robin 
 

*SONG OF GOING FORTH             God Almighty, We Are Waiting                                W&S # 3047 
God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to appear. 

Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near: 
Burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild. 

As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child. 
 

God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth. 
Looking back and looking forward to the Christ’s return to earth. 

Help us to proclaim the gospel, ‘til the world is reconciled. 
Let us set your holy table for each woman, man, and child. 

 

God the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now. 
Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow. 

Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and mild, 
Help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
God heard the prayers of his people in Israel as they awaited the Messiah. 

And God will hear ours too as we await Jesus’ return. 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                      Sharon                                         
 
 

                                                                                                                           

 

Prepare Ye! 
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